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SECTION 1:
TREEHOUSE’S CURRICULUM
PHILOSOPHY

Our Treehouse Curriculum is develop based on The National Education Philosophy of
Malaysia as a core to building individual potentials of children as a quality human
capital high through early childhood education.

/ The National Education Philosophy \

"Education in Malaysia is an on-going effort towards further
developing the potential of individuals in a holistic and integrated
manner, so as to produce individuals who are intellectually, spiritually,
emotionally and physically balanced and harmonic, based on a firm
belief in and devotion to God. Such an effort is designed fo
produce Malaysian citizens who are knowledgeable and competent,
who possess high moral standards and who are responsible and
capable of achieving high level of personal well-being as well as
being able fo contribute to the harmony and betterment of the family,
the society and the nation at large."

Philosophy is a core stance in designing an individual program or curriculum. In
this case, the philosophy held in this Treehouse Curriculum is as follows:

/ Qur Treehouse Curriculum \

Every child needs to be nurtured and educated in developing their holistic
skills through art and spatial (visual), musical, logical mathematical,
naturalist, physical and kinesthetic, linguistic, social and interpersonal, ethical
and infrapersonal, existential learning, so that they become successful
individuals in the future. This effort requires commitment and collaboration
between educators, parents and the community, because every child is
precious.

. /
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Values in Treehouse Curriculum

The value underlying Treehouse Curriculum in Geo Kidz setting is based on international
conventions on the rights of child, national legislation and other guidelines. A central
value in the Convention on the Rights of the child’s human dignity. Relating to this basic
value, the convention comprises the following three overall principles:

The child’s Right
The child’s best interest
The child’s development

Our national the Convention on the Rights of Child is:

To live, grow up with healthy, enjoy life and perfect preservation and love in a
family.

To get an identity as individuals and citizens.

To obtain protection from difficulties or obstacles in life during emergency, war,
the refugees, the State is unable to and from exploitation or criminal.

The Convention also outlines all requirements children separate from the needs
of adults with regard to requirements such as:

International cooperation in providing protection to children.

Roles and responsibilities of family and nation in providing protection and
safeguard the interest of children.

Be stressful to the rights of the child grow to the culture, beliefs or religion, his
family.

Provide protection to children in need of adoptive families

Giving citizenship rights to all children.

Drawing on Malaysia’s basic right regulation, others legal regulation, and policy
documents, core ECE principles can be defined. These principles embody children’s
right to

O 0O O O O O

Warm personal relationship

Receive the special support they need

Secured growth, development and learning

Their own culture, language, beliefs and religion

Secure, healthy environments that allow play and a wide range of activities

Also receive understanding and have their say in accordance with their age
and maturity.

-

© TreeHouse Curriculum }/l'»r



Guide to the TreeHouse Curriculum in Geo Kids Setting (DRAFT) | 2017

SECTION 2:
TREEHOUSE’S CURRICULUM
PRINCIPLES

The following are the themes and principles guide all early years teachers and
practitioners working with children in this setting. The following text offers a Treehouse
Curriculum perspective on these principles:

Every child are precious

Need of values in the relations with others

Joyful and appropriate environments is the best for child
Child’s Learning and development

Importance of Parents-teacher partnerships

oMM~

We also believe:

Children always come first. Early learning is an exploration that children pursue at their
own pace and through their unique developmental and care needs. Children’s brains
are designed to be stimulated and challenged and to carefully examine and interpret
their environment. Putting children first and offering a holistic open ended curriculum
catered to each child ensures that every child engages in developmentally
appropriate activities and takes an active role in learning.

Every situation is a learning opportunity. Learning is as natural as breathing for children.
When children are trusted, loved and respected, they feel powerful and competent to
achieve any task. Patfient guiding adults that give children time not only fo
do/make/experience but also for children to notice and correct “mistakes,” allow
children to become less dependable. Children then gain the curiosity, energy,
determination, and patience to learn in every situation.

Child development plans build relationships and knowledge. Educators can be most
effective in their teaching and build relationships with each child when they fully
understand the child. Listening to parents, observing and interacting with the child for a
period of time before a curriculum is determined is fundamental to effective care and
teaching. A child development plan contains past knowledge about the child and new
information gained by educators to be able to cater to the child’s unique needs, build
trust and support each child to thrive.

-
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Parent and educator partnerships embrace the child. When children’s full set of needs
are met and they learn that their ideas have value, their confidence and creative
ability is enhanced. Parents and educators encourage and support children at every
stage of their development and learning. They partner to communicate with each
other to ensure the child is fully understood and all needs are fully met, including
appropriate food, rest, and medical needs as well as intellectual and social
opportunities.

Celebrating the gift of the human imagination leads to building multiple intelligences.
When children are able to interact with different disciplines in different ways, they are
able to experience the dynamism and interactivity of intelligence and the brain.
Supporting and encouraging adults enhance this process leading to curious children
able to imagine numerous possibilities in any scenario and come up with ideas that
have value.

The brain learns best when having fun. When learning happens in a positive emotion
environment, it is stored in the hippocampus. This is later transferred to the brain cortex,
where long term memory happens- thus affecting our ability to remember. Unpleasant
events and fast learning, on the other hand are stored in the amygdala, the part of the
brain that stores "what not to do". When children are having fun, learning happens
effortlessly. Children start to see stress as a challenge instead of as a threat, their
creativity rises, energy levels rise and they become more resilient. All of this leads to an
increase in opfimism which leads to happiness. Happy childhoods lead to productive,
enjoyable and rewarding lives.

Movement fosters learning. Physical activity helps kids develop social, cognitive and
physical skills. Movement activates the brain and helps children to think, increase their
ability to focus and become independent. Children have energy to go to the park,
play outside, jump in a frampoline, climb walls or stall bars, do indoor activities, all in
one day, everyday.

Children learn through play. Play is perhaps children’s most important way of learning; it
is the children’s work. This learning process occurs even when children act on their
inborn curiosity and actively explore their environment. Parents and educators have the
opportunity to enhance this natural process by encouraging interests and efforts of
children. By talking to children about what they are experiencing, adults can help them
elaborate and extend their play.

-

© TreeHouse Curriculum })ln



Guide to the TreeHouse Curriculum in Geo Kids Setting (DRAFT) | 2017

Mixture of abilities develops confidence and peer learning. When children play with
other children of different ages, they learn from each other. As challenges, conflicts or
questions arise; children learn how to solve situations and problems. Children learn in
two ways, both by modeling the behavior of older children and by "teaching" younger
children. By having 2 or more professionals working in conjunction, different stages of
development can be catered for within a group and older children get additional
responsibilities.

Children Learn by Using Basic Materials. The more hands-on experiences children have
the more curious and capable they become. The more encouragement children have,
the more joy they feel when learning. Helping with “real work,” chores and cooking, is
of fremendous interest and value to children and they learn valuable skills for life. Young
children learn by doing and hands-on experimental learning is encouraged with open-
ended materials such as:

e Utensils for drawing, writing, and constructing such as paper, crayons, scissors,
glue, tape, pencils, cardboard boxes and others, offer children many
opportunities to represent their ideas

e Tools for safe and easy experimenting

e Paints, water colors and easels for painting (we make our own paints

e Natural items such as water, sand, play-dough, beans, flours, pasta, for sensory
experiences

¢ Hardwood building blocks, Legos, and puzzles for manipulating and building

e Dolls and doll clothes, for children to play out roles they have experienced

e Props, hats and clothes for taking on roles

e Opportunities to listen to music and simple musical instruments

e The outdoors for investigating nature and phenomena, for running, climbing, and
other active play essential for large motor development

e Less can be more. Making education less about burden and more about fun,
fosters an environment of achievement through self reliance. It encourages
imagination and freedom. It also encourages doing things very well, without
making a fuss.

Children are our most important resource now and in the future. We have an
opportunity to create the foundation for children so their interests grow, they can
quickly adapt to any environment and they are able to break any barriers in life. They
will live in a world with different challenges than those of today and we can prepare
them today for a bright future.

-
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SECTION 3:
AREA OF LEARNING AND
DEVELOPMENTS

AREA OF LEARNING OF TREEHOUSE CURRICULUM

The learning and development requirements take into account the fact that children
develop and learn in different ways and at different rates, and that all areas of learning
and development are inter-connected and are equally important in confributing
tfowards children’s development.

In this curriculum, there are two aspect of learning and developmental child:

« An educational programme
« Early care and self-management skills

The core content areas of Treehouse Curriculum educational programme are built on
based the Theory of Multiple Intelligent by Howard Gadner and Nuri Curriculum which
is:

el « Art and Spatial (Visual)
- e +  Musical
" N + Logical Mathematical
* Naturalist
o «  Physical and Kinesthetic
e « Linguistic
o + Social and Interpersonal
- Ethical and Intrapersonal

Children are active learners and learning begins from birth; therefore in this curriculum,
we always assess where each child is in their stage of development and level of their
learning when they join this setting. We aid each child to develop their ability and
personalities in multi-faceted way, thereby enhancing their potential and learning.

-
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The following table serves as an explanation of Treehouse learning program meet the

eight areas of learning.

Areas of Learning

Treehouse learning programmme delivered inside and
outside the classroom

Art and Spatial (Visual)

Art center (e.g., sculpting dough, collage,
painting, drawing)

Manipulative  (e.g., 3-D manipulative, visual
puzzles)

Block center, Media center (e.g., videos, slides,
photos, charts)

Computer center (e.g., visual design and layout
software)

Musical

Music center
Instrument center
Singing circle
Listening center
Background music
Nature sounds

Logical Mathematical

Math center

Science center

Take-apart center

Puzzle center

Recycling center

Weather station

Computer center (e.g., logical thinking,
sequential software)

Cooking center

Naturalist

Categorizing species in the natural world
Collecting items from nature

Going on nature walks

Orienteering

Math story problems featuring plants or animals
Cultivating plants or caring for small animals

Physical and Kinesthetic

Gross motor center (e.g., open space for
creative movement, climbing structure, mini-
tframpoline) Dance circle

Woodworking center

Manipulative center

Take-apart center

Imaginative-play center

Playground/outdoor play

Tactile-learning center (e.g., sandpaper letters,
sample textures and cloth)

A
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Linguistic Library or book-nook
Story time

Writing center
Listening center
Flannel board station

Publishing center

Social and Interpersonal Puppet theater
Dramatic play center
Sharing/social area
Group discussion area
Small group area

Cooking center

Lofts

One-person centers & stations

Life skills/self-help center

Computer center (e.qg., self-paced software)
Self confidence and self awareness
Managing feelings and behavior

Ethical and Intrapersonal

10 .%
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THEMATIC WEBBING

The examples of yearly activities based on Treehouse Curriculum.

Month Themes \ Sub-Theme
Week 1 | My-Self
January My Family and | Week 2 | My Favorite
Week 3 | My Family
Week 4 | My Hometown
Week 1 | My Friends
February My School Week 2 | My Teacher
Week 3 | My Classroom
Week 4 | My Daily Routine
Week 1 | To My Self
March Moral value and Week 2 | To My Friends
Manner Week 3 | To My Parent and Teacher
Week 4 | To My Neighbor and Country
Week 1 | Listening
April Senses Week 2 | Smelling
Week 3 | Touching and Seeing
Week 4 | Tasting
Week 1 | Types of Animals
May Animals Week 2 | Tame Animals
Week 3 | Wild Animals
Week 4 | Farm Animals
Week 1 | Vegetables
Jun Plants Week 2 | Fruits
Week 3 | Flowers
Week 4 | Trees
Week 1 | Air Transports
July Vehicles and Week 2 | Land Transports
Transports Week 3 | Water Transport
Week 4 | Rescue / Public Transport
11
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Week 1 | Our National Song, Flower and Flag

August My Country Week 2 | State in Malaysia

Week 3 | National Celebrations

Week 4 | Independence Day

Week 1 | Food Pyramid

September Food Week 2 | Healthy Food VS Unhealthy Food

Week 3 | Our Traditfion Foods

Week 4 | Nutrition

Week 1 | Weathers

October Our environments Week 2 | Seasons

Week 3 | Pollution

Week 4 | Natural Disaster

Week 1 | Types of Race

November Race & Culture Week 2 | Traditional Food

Week 3 | Traditional Clothes

Week 4 | Traditional Music and Dance

Week 1 | In Air

December Occupation Week 2 | In Sea

Week 3 | Professionals Job

Week 4 | Uniformed

12 .%
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Teaching-Learning Methods and Evaluation

All teachers shall evaluate teaching-learning methods and educational activities by
attending to the following details.

1. Teaching-Learning Methods Learning Methods

1) Play-oriented, integrated educational activities are employed considering young
children's stage of development and interests.

2) The daily educational activities should be balanced with physical activities and non-
physical activities, indoor and outdoor activities, individual activities and small and
large group activities, child-initiated activities and teacher-initiated activities.

3) Young children should be encouraged to experience various types of interaction
between young children of similar ages, teachers and the surrounding environment.

4) Teachers' aftitudes and language tfoward young children should be positive and
supportive, loving and caring.

5) Teachers should ask various questions according to characteristics of the
educational activities in order to promote creative thinking.

6) Teachers should continually observe and appropriately support young children so as
to promote the manifestation of each child's individual potential.

7) Teachers shall promote active use of various resources and natural items surrounding
the young children in order to encourage young children's realistic and concrete
experiences

8) Interest areas may be rearranged according to season, themes, occasions and
young children's needs.

9) Afternoon sessions for extended hours or all-day programs may be arranged to
consist of play-oriented activities that sufficiently allow comfortable relaxation together
with outdoor playing based on individual characteristics of young children. Repetitions
of morning classes, knowledge-based or skill based activities are discouraged for the
sessions.

13 %
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2. Evaluation

1) Evaluation on the characteristics and change of young children should be based on
the objectives and content of the national curriculum.

2) Evaluation should include comprehensive assessment of young children's attitudes,
knowledge and skills.

3) Evaluation should be comprehensively conducted within the daily educational
activities of nursery.

4) Various methods of evaluation, such as observation, analysis of activity results,
interviews, etc., should be comprehensively used and recorded.

5) Results of the evaluation should be utilized as a foundation for understanding young
children, making decisions in child support, improving teaching-learning learning
methods, organizing and implementing the curriculum, conducting parent meetings,
and for writing of school records.

14 %
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SECTION 4:
LEARNING ENVIRONMENT

What are some learning environments?

Decisions about how the classroom or physical environment is arranged will depend on
the philosophy and goals of the teacher. Depending on the teacher’s objectives, the
room arrangements and placement of instructional materials will differ; however,
certain essential features will need to be in every classroom (Hand & Nourot, 1999). For
example, one teacher’'s belief is that children become more literate through
participating in a broad range of activities that include read-aloud and group reading.
Given this belief, the teachers will make sure that their classrooms have a comfortable
library area, that the children can access many literacy materials without asking for
them, and that they have table space for reading and writing silently.

Learning Centers

Learning centers, also known as learning areas, are a system that is used to arrange a
classroom or organize materials in a classroom. The term learning center has been
judged by many because it has a connotation that learning takes place only in these
specific centers (Brewer, 2004). The essential discussion underpinning this topic is that
learning occurs every day and everywhere, whether it is inside or outside the classroom.
Therefore, for purposes of clarifying the term, a learning center is defined in this text as a
specific location where instructional materials are placed and organized in @
classroom.

Some of the learning areas that are most common and that you will see in the
early childhood classroom are art, library/listening/writing activities, blocks, dramatic
play, science/discovery activities, and manipulative/mathematics/games. Keep in
mind that these areas will need to consider the children’s ages, interests, and abilities,
and thus will need to change accordingly.

Materials and Equipment for Early Childhood Classrooms

Play materials in the classroom are extremely important for multiple developmental
perspectives such as cognitive, social/emotional, physical, and language. Teachers
need to be cognizant of the age-appropriate play material/equipment and furniture
for the classroom. Table 4.1 includes some common learning centers and materials that
preschool and primary-grade teachers have found to be beneficial.

15 %
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Preparing the Physical Space for Play

In structuring the physical environment for play, consider these questions: How is the
space arranged both indoors and outdoors? Are there clearly marked areas in which
children may find the housekeeping, reading, and block materials? Is there enough
space between the areas to walk around? All of these features of a classroom will foster
children’s freedom to choose their own activities, which in turn develops the complexity
of their play as well as encourages ongoing play.

In addition to the arrangement of the classroom, size is important. Research on
children’s play environments indicates that between 30 and 50 square feet of usable
space per child represents an ideal size for indoor environments. Spaces with less than
25 square feet per child generally lead to increases in aggression and unfocused
behavior for children (Smith & Connolly, 1980).

For teachers, crowded physical spaces promote more directive teaching and
limit opportunities for social interaction among children. In thinking about room
arrangements, you may want to consider both the spaces arranged for children’s play
and the surrounding space, which the area is needed for people to move about.
Space generdlly shapes the flow of play and communication in the classroom or
outdoors (Kritchevsky, Prescott, & Walling, 1977; Loughling & Suina, 1982).

Table 4.1 LEARNING ENVIRONMENT

DRAMATIC o Child-sized kitchen equipment (with pots and pans)
PLAY o Dishes and silverware

o Tables and chairs

J Telephones

o Child-sized ironing board and iron

. Child-sized cleaning equipment (brooms, mops, dustpan, etc.)
o Assorted dolls

o Doll clothes

. Doll bed, carriage

. Dollhouse, furniture

J Assorted tubs, buckets, dishpans
. Assorted dress-up clothing and costumes
BLOCKS . Blocks
. Block accessories (people, cars, safety signs, etc.)
. Small blocks (sets of cubes, small colored blocks)
. Sturdy wooden vehicles (cars, trucks, boats, planes, tractors,

fire engines, buses, helicopters)

16 %
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ART

Adjustable easels

Brushes (half-inch to 1-inch widths)

Liquid tempera paint (in a variety of colors)

Painting smocks

Crayons

Colored chalk

Clay

Scissors

Glue

Paper (construction paper in a variety of colors, fissue paper,
newsprints, white drawing paper)

Drying rack for paintings

Miscellaneous supplies (fabric scraps, rickrack, yarn, ribbon,
glitter, buttons, natural materials)

LIBRARY /
LISTENING /
WRITING

Computer and printer

Typewriter

Paper (various colors, sizes, shapes) and writing insfruments
(pencils, markers)

Tape recorder, tapes, books with tapes

Record player

Flannel board with stand and flannel pieces

Books (professional and published by classroom authors)
Magazines

MANIPULATIVE /
GAMES

Hand puppets

Puzzles

Games (board games)

Beads and strings

Sewing cards

Manipulative materials (ranging from stacking rings to very
complex materials)

Tinkertoys

LEGO bricks, Bristle Blocks

SCIENCE /
DISCOVERY

Aqguarium or Terrarium

Magnets of various kinds
Magnifying glasses

Prism

Metric measuring equipment, test tubes, slides, petri dishes
Pattern blocks

Pegs and pegboards

Scales

Rhythm instruments and Sandbox
Water table with top

Worklbench with equipment

17
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PHYSICAL o Balance beam
EDUCATION o Tumbling mat
o Rocking boat
o Steps
J Walking boards
. Jungle gym
o Falbric tunnel
o Sawhorses
. Climbing ladder, climbing rope
J Balls of various sizes
. Ropes, hula hoops
. Bowling set
o QOutdoor equipment (gardening tools)

Setting up the Classroom

Research has indicated that the way the classroom is arranged and the way it looks are
significant because they influence children’s and adults’ behavior. Therefore, when
setting up the classroom, teachers should consider the following suggestions:

1. Centers should have multiple uses, not just serve one specific center topic.

2. Have as much natural light in the classroom as possible. Natural light reduces energy
use but, most important, enhances task performance and improves the appearance of
an area.

3. Keep noisy and quiet areas separate. Noisy areas such as dramatic play and music
should be located at one end of the room, opposite to the quiet area. This will allow
each area to have its activities in a comfortable location.

A Safe Environment

A safe environment encourages exploration and play behaviors in young children.
Therefore, a safe environment is very important for teachers of young children and child
care centers. When parents bring their children to a child care center, they expect
them to be safe. They assume the playground, equipment, toys, and other materials will
be safe for children to use and that teachers will carefully supervise their activities
(Wellhousen, 2002). These expectations require teachers to be well informed and
knowledgeable about how to create and maintain environments that ensure children’s
health and safety.

18 .%
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To avoid injuries and age confrontations, infants and toddlers are expected to
have a separate play area from the preschool children. A large, open space, free from
obstacles, for the play area is encouraged for very young children. This type of area
helps infants and toddlers move about and explore their environment without any
hesitation.

Fire Safety. Fire regulations require that fire extinguishers, as well as smoke and carbon
monoxide detectors, be present and in working condition in all classrooms. Fire exits, fire
alarms, and fire escapes should be labeled clearly, and staff should be familiar with the
location of building exits and emergency procedures. In order for children to be familiar
with fire drill routines, teachers should be trained and conduct regular fire drills. This
would allow children not to be frightened if a real emergency did occur.

Sanitation and Bathroom Facilities. Classroom toys and other equipment are required to
be sanitized on a daily basis, as this will reduce germs from spreading around. All child
care centers are required to have adequate washing sinks, toilets, soap dispensers, and
a towel rack. Having the right size fixtures allows children to care for their own needs.
The bathroom facilities need to be accessible to both indoor and outdoor play areas.
Health regulations require one toilet and sink for every 10 to 12 children in a child care
facility.

Lighting, Ventilation, and Temperature. Adequate lighting is of the essence in a
classroom. Of course, the most desirable light is natural light coming from windows
and/or glass doors; however, if this is not available, a no-glare light would do just fine.
Windows and glass doors that are reachable to young children should be made of
safety glass or plastic to avoid serious injuries to children if a window or door is broken.
Doors and windows should be covered with blinds or shades to control the light and
should also have locks. All rooms should have appropriate air ventilation and heating
for a comfortable classroom environment.

19 %
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SECTION s:
OBSERVATION AND ASSESSMENT

Early childhood assessment is a tool used to gather and provide educators, parents,
and families with critical information about a child’s development and growth. In
Massachusetts, licensed early childhood programs are now required to include a child
assessment component in their programs. Here we have included information and
resources to inform educators on early childhood assessment programs.

What is childhood assessment?

Childhood assessment is a process of gathering information about a child,
reviewing the information, and then using the information to plan educational
activities that are at a level the child can understand and is able to learn from.
Assessment is a crifical part of a high-quality, early childhood program. When
educators do an assessment, they observe a child to get information about what
he knows and what he can do.

Observing and documenting a child’s work and performance over the course of
a year dllows an educator to accumulate a record of the child’'s growth and
development. With this information, educators can begin to plan appropriate
curriculum and effective individualized instruction for each child.

This assessment record is also a great tool to share with parents so they can
follow their child’s progress at school, understand their child’s strengths and
challenges, and plan how they can help extend the learning into their homes.

Why is assessment important?

Assessment provides educators, parents, and families with critical information
about a child’s development and growth. Assessment can:

Provide a record of growth in all developmental areas: cognitive,
physical/motor, language, social-emotional, and approaches to learning.
Identify children who may need additional support and determine if there is a
need for intervention or support services.

Help educators plan individualized instruction for a child or for a group of
children that are at the same stage of development.

ldentify the strengths and weaknesses within a program and information on how
well the program meets the goals and needs of the children.

Provide a common ground between educators and parents or families to use in
collaborating on a strategy to support their child.

20 %
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What are different child assessment methods?

Methods of child assessment can be informal (conducting natural observations,
collecting data and children’s work for portfolios, using educator and teacher ratings)
and formal (using assessment tools such as questionnaires and standardized testing).
Both methods are effective and can help inform educators and parents about a child’s
progress.

v

Observations can be made with minimal or no intrusion into children’s activities.
Educators can observe all facets of development, including intellectual,
linguistic, social-emotional, and physical development, on a regular basis.

Portfolios are a record of data that is collected through the work children have
produced over a period of time. The collection clearly shows the progress of a
child’s development. Portfolios can be an important tool in helping facilitate a
partnership between teachers and parents.

Educator Ratings are useful in assessing children’s cognitive and language
abilities as well as their social-emotional development. These ratings can be
linked to other methods of assessment, such as standardized testing or other
assessment tools.

Parent Ratings integrate parents into the assessment process. Parents who are
encouraged to observe and listen to their child can help detect and target
important milestones and behaviors in their child’s development.

Standardized Tests are tests created to fit a set of testing standards. These tests
are administered and scored in a standard manner and are often used to assess
the performance of children in a program.

What are different types of child assessment systems?

There are two different types of assessment systems. Both are used to guide decisions
about a child’'s development and program resources.

Program-developed child assessment tools are developed to align with a
specific program'’s philosophy and curriculum.

Published child assessment tools have been researched and tested and are
accepted as a credible source in assessing children’s development.

21 %
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How do you implement assessment into your program?

The process of choosing the right assessment tools varies for each early childhood
program. Below are some general guidelines for implementing assessment into your
program.

a)

b)

c)

d)

Assessment aligns with instructional goals and approaches. Different types of
assessments have different purposes. It is important to first determine what should
be measured; then find the assessment program that best assesses those goals.
Assessor knows the child. The adult conducting the assessment should have a
pre-existing relationship with the child. Ideally the assessor is the educator.
Assessment is “authentic.” Assessment should take place in a chid's normal
setting. The assessment should reflect everyday relationships and experiences. It
should be conducted in familiar contexts and settings (such as the classroom).
Observations are ongoing and diverse. For a comprehensive assessment,
observations should be made at a variety of children’s activities and be ongoing
in order to fully see the progress of a child.
Assessment is a cycle. Although specific methods for assessment tools vary, the
process is cyclical. The cycle allows educators to make changes to their
curriculum to better serve children in their program. The cycle is as follows:

v Instruct.

v' Observe. Observe children in various situations.

v' Document, Reflect. Record while observing or as soon as possible.

v' Analyze, Evaluate. Study the data with assessment tools. The assessment

comes from the combination of documentation and evaluation.
v’ Summarize, Plan, and Communicate. This informs a child’s specific needs
and future curriculum.
v Instruct. (The cycle repeats.)

-
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SECTION 6:
PARENTAL ENGAGEMENT

What is parent engagement?

Parents play a significant role in supporting their children’s health and learning, guiding
their children successfully through school processes, and advocating for their children
and for the effectiveness of schools. Parent engagement in schools is defined as
parents and school staff working together to support and improve the learning,
development, and health of children. Parent engagement in schools is a shared
responsibility in which schools and other community agencies and organizations are
committed to reaching out to engage parents in meaningful ways, and parents are
committed to actively supporting their children’s learning and development. This
relationship between schools and parents cuts across and reinforces children’s health
and learning in the multiple settings—at home, in school, in out-of-school programs, and
in the community.

Why is parent engagement important?

Parent engagement in schools can promote positive health behaviors among children.
For example, students who feel supported by their parents are less likely to experience
emotional distress, practice unhealthy eating behaviors or disengage from school and
learning. In addition, school efforts to promote health among students have been
shown to be more successful when parents are involved.

In addition, interventions with a parent engagement component have been
shown to increase positive health behaviors such as children’s school-related physical
activity. When parents and schools work together, they can deliver clear, consistent
messages to children; encourage the development of positive health and academic
behaviors. School efforts to promote parent engagement can be part of a coordinated
school health framework. A coordinated school health framework engages families
and is based on community needs, resources, and standards.

In addition, this framework uses a comprehensive approach to school health by
recognizing the importance of modeling healthy behaviors through staff health
promotion and considering parent engagement to be an integral part of child among
children, encourage children to value education, assist children in getting necessary
preventive care, and improve access to resources and support networks.
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Parent Engagement Policy

The purposes of this policy are to:

Promote parent participation in a diversity of roles to support children’s
education

Provide a framework for effective partnerships with parents at system level and in
schools

Affirm parents participation as a highly desirable component of the Treehouse
curriculum programs, and

Acknowledge parents as first educators of their children and their right to
participate in their children’s schooling.

Context

Parent participation:

Scope

Enhances social and educational outcomes for children, and communication
between classrooms and homes

Allows schools to benefit from socio-cultural and linguistic diversity that children
and parents bring to schools

Enhances understanding of parents and the public of school Activities

Provides schools with a broader resource base from which to draw in

Providing learning opportunities and services to children and families

Increases participation in decision-making in the community, and

Enhances community spirit and cohesion.

The scope of parent involvement enables the planning of more inclusive strategies to
enhance parent participation. It acknowledges the rights of parents to have their
opinions respected and considered, including the need for sensitivity to the rights and
roles of adults with different caring responsibilities. The scope covers:

Parenting Responsibilities: the basic parenting responsibilities that support
children and which are central to a child’s successful participation in schooling.
Learning at Home: participation and support in general developmental learning
through childhood and adolescence and in school work at home.
Communication: formal and informal communication between home and
school about school programs, activities and student progress.

Volunteering: the fraditional, visible and highly valued form of parent
participation in schools. It includes helping in classrooms and other areas of the
school, fund raising and support services.

Decision Making: the involvement of parents in decision-making at various levels
on school boards and committees and at the system level.

Community: Parents support students and schools through active roles in
community organizations.

-
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Principles

All parents have knowledge, skills and resources that support their children’s learning in
school and parents have a strong complementary role to play in their children’s
learning and behavior. Parent participation is very important to student achievement
and school success. Effective partnerships between schools and families foster student
learning and contribute to the general climate and development of schools.
Comprehensive parent participation is valued and encouraged at all levels of the
system.

The system aims to acknowledge, encourage and extend parent participation by:

* Creating an environment in which the participation of all parents in schools
and student learning is welcomed, where teachers and parent treat each other
with mutual respect and where differing views and opinions are considered and
discussed with a view to finding solutions;

* Involving parents in decision-making at the school and system levels, by
consulting with parent representatives on education policy, school development
issues, including parent representation on committees and advisory groups;

* Encouraging parent participation as volunteers to support schools and
classroom activities; (note: parental assistance is additional to paid, frained
teacher assistants and not in place of them).

* Promoting relevant, accurate and timely communication between schools
and families about student progress, all aspects of school programs and policies
with respect for the diversity and differing needs of families;

* Developing system and school programs and strategies that encourage and
assist parents to actively participate in their children’s education both at school
and at home;

* Connecting children and families with community and support services;

* Supporting programs and activities designed to develop parenting skills;

* Providing informatfion about the benefits of parent participation and
enhancing the skills of teachers and parents in developing effective Home-
school partnerships.
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